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ABSTRACT

The aim of this research is to identify the latest trends of the scientific publications in the social
innovation literature. This research is conducted through bibliometric analysis of the available data
from 1966 to 2019 in the Scopus database. The bibliometric analysis is carried out on all ‘published’
articles in the Scopus database. The search phrase used was “Social Innovation”. Out of 3140 articles,
1280 articles were included in the study based on their relevance to the objectives of this study. This
research investigates parameters such as publications in line with the years, subject areas, top
journals, top authors and countries contributing to the social innovation field, and also the
collaborations of author and co-occurrence of keywords. Results indicate that Frances R. Westley
(University of waterloo) is the most productive author in field. Additionally, we found that the most
prolific journal is “sustainability” and the most productive country is the United Kingdom. A significant
increase in the number of scientific publications in the social innovation field is observed since 2016
which leads to the conclusion that the topic has gained relevance among academicians in recent
years. We used VoS Viewer visual bibliometric analyser to identify the co-occurrence of keywords and
co-authorship of countries.
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RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS

1. The findings highlights that the European scholars make nearly 41% of the
contribution in social innovation literature.

2. There is a significant growth in the Sl related research all over the world, indicating
that social innovations have gained relevance among the academicians in recent
years.

3. The most productive journal is in Sl field is “sustainability” and the most productive
country is United Kingdom.

Research Objectives

The concept of social innovation that we know of today gained its relevance from the work
of (Taylor, 1970) and (Gabor, 1970). The aim of this research is to identify the research
patterns and latest trends in the social innovation literature There have been several
reviews and bibliometric studies conducted in the field of S| (Agostini, M. R,, Vieira, L. M,,
Tondolo, R. P., Vilmar Antonio Gongalves Tondolo, 2017; Blanco-Ariza et al.,, 2019; Gaitan-
Angulo et al, 2018; Ozbag et al,, 2019; Pacheco et al,, 2018; Silveira and Zilber, 2017; van der
Have and Rubalcaba, 2016; Weerakoon et al., 2016; Westley et al., 2018) but conducted either
on different databases or are based on older Scopus data. A summary of the previous
studies is shown in the table 1. This study is unigque because its fills the gap by doing the
most comprehensive literature review considering “published” research articles from
Scopus database during the period of 1966 to 2019.
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Table 1. Similar studies on Social Innovation

Authors Database Duration Subject Area (Social Innovation)
Kaya Ozbag, Génul, Esen, Murat, &

. WOS 1975-2018 All areas
Esen, Dilek. (2019)
Silveira et al., (2017) Scopus 1991-2015 Theoretical Frameworks
M. Gaitan-Angulo et al. (2018) Scopus and Dialnet  2007-2017 Social Innovation and complexity
Weerakoon et al., (2016) Scopus 1966-2015 All Areas
Ayob et al.,, (2016) Google Scholar 1989-2013 Conceptualisation
Pacheco et al,, 2018 WOS and Scopus 1966-2015 Framework and different themes
Have et at,, (2016) WOS and Scopus 1986-2013 Relevance to innovation studies
Agostini et al., (2017) Web of knowledge 2006-2013 All areas
Foroudia et al., 2019 WoS 1970-2019 All areas

This study through bibliometric analysis investigates the authors, institutions, country, and
cooperation's among authors, subject areas, and keywords and published in the Social
Innovation field. In this regard, the following are the research objectives of this study.

1. To analyse how has the concept of Social Innovation evolved over the years.

2. To identify the most productive authors, journals, countries and institutions
associated with the social innovation literature.

3. To find out the contribution of different authors and countries who contributed by
doing collaborative research by doing co-authorship analysis.

4, Toinvestigate the important keywords associated with social innovation through co-
occourence of keywords analysis.

Methodology

This research is conducted through bibliometric analysis of the available data from 1966 to
2019 in the Scopus database. The bibliometric analysis is carried out on all ‘published’
articles in the Scopus database. The search phrase used was “Social Innovation”. The initial
serach displayed 3140 articles which were then reduced to 1443 after applying the filter for
‘journal’ and ‘published’ articles. Total 162 review articles were removed from the study and
resulting 1280 articles were included in the study based on its relevance to the objectives
of this study.

Results and Findings

Findings of this review revealed that there has been observed an increased growth of
articles in Sl has been discovered from the year 2005 as suggested by researchers
previously (Fraisse, 2013; Jessop et al., 2013; Moulaert et al., 2013; Pacheco et al, 2018). The
European scholars make nearly 41% of the contribution in Sl literature. The top most
productive counties are the United Kingdom with 177 publications, USA with 161
publications and Italy with 141 publications. Even though UK has highest number of
publications in th esocial innovation field but Canada has contributed more than 2/3 of the
overall publications in this area. Some interesting facts are also discovered in the analysis,
for instance, Frank Moulaert is ranked second according to the number of publications but
has the highest number of citations as comapred to Frances R. Westley who has the
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highest number of publications. Social innovation articles are distributed in different
journals from various disciplines like social sciences, business management, environmental
studies, economics, arts, engineering and medicine. This leads to a highly scattered and
fragmented work with a lack of conceptual clarity and vague theoretical concepts provided
by many authors from different fields. Scholars who chose to study social innovation should
bear the responsibility to define, refine and further extend the construct (Weerakoon et al.,
2016). Scholars believe that the reason behind the poor theory development in the social
innovation field is also the absence of a dedicated journal for Sl research.

References

Agostini, M. R, Vieira, L. M., Tondolo, R. P., Vilmar Antonio Gong¢alves Tondolo, V.A.G,, (2017).
an Overview on Social Innovation Research : Brazilian Bus. Rev. 14, 1-13.

Blanco-Ariza, A.B., Messino-Soza, A, Vazquez-Garcia, AW., Melamed-Varela, E., (2019). Social
innovation in the non-profit organization framework: A review. Soc. Sci.
https://doi.org/10.3390/s0csci8080236

Fraisse, L., (2013). The social and solidarity-based economy as a new field of public action: a
policy and method for promoting social innovation. Int. Handb. Soc. Innov. 361-370.

Gabor, D, (1970). Innovations: scientific, technological, and social.

Gaitan-Angulo, M., Cubillos Diaz, J., Viloria, A, Lis-Gutiérrez, J. P., Rodriguez-Garnica, P. A,
(2018). Bibliometric analysis of social innovation and complexity (databases scopus
and dialnet 2007-2017), Lecture Notes in Computer Science (including subseries
Lecture Notes in Artificial Intelligence and Lecture Notes in Bioinformatics).
Springer International Publishing. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-93803-5_3

Jessop, B, Moulaert, F.,, Hulgard, L., Hamdouch, A, (2013). Social innovation research: a new
stage in innovation analysis?, in: The International Handbook on Social Innovation.
https://doi.org/10.4337/9781849809986.00020

Moulaert, F., MacCallum, D., Mehmood, A, Hamdouch, A, Jessop, B., Moulaert, F., Hulgdrd,
L., Hamdouch, A, (2013). Social innovation research: a new stage in innovation
analysis?, int The International Handbook on Social Innovation.
https://doi.org/10.4337/9781849809993.00020

Ozbag, CG.K, Esen, M., Esen, D., (2019). Bibliometric Analysis of Studies on Social Innovation.
Int. J. Contemp. Econ. Adm. Sci. 9, 25-45. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenod0.3262221

Pacheco, AS.V,, Santos, M.J,, Da Silva, K.V, (2018). Social innovation: What do we know and
do not know about it. Int. J. Innov. Learn. 24, 301-326.
https://doi.org/10.1504/131L.2018.094711

Silveira, F. F, Zilber, S. N,, (2017). Is social innovation about innovation? A bibliometric study
identifying the main authors, citations and co-citations over 20 years. Int. J. Entrep.
Innov. Manag. 21, 459-484. https://doi.org/10.1504/ijeim.2017.086936

Taylor, J. B, (1970). Introducing Social Innovation. J  Appl. Behav. Sci.
https://doi.org/10.1177/002188637000600104

van der Have, R. P., Rubalcaba, L., (2016). Social innovation research: An emerging area of
innovation studies? Res. Policy, 45, 1923-1935.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.respol.2016.06.010

AESS 4




Asia Proceedings of Social Sciences (APSS). Vol. 8 No. 1

Weerakoon, C., McMurray, A, Rametse, N. Douglas, H. (2016). Social Innovation: a
Preliminary Bibliometric Analysis. Soc. Innov. Entrep. Res. Conf. Auckl. 10-12 Febr.

2016 19.

Westley, F., McGowan, K, Tjérnbo, O., (2018). The Evolution of Social Innovation. Evol. Soc.
Innov. 2,1-17. https://doi.org/10.4337/9781786431158




